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Read Through the Year  
Early Level – Grade One 

Special Days 
 I Am Thankful 
 Thanksgiving Dinner 
 A Surprising Halloween 
 On Halloween 
 What Will I Be On Halloween? 
 Is It Scary? 
 Winter Celebrations 
 Up on the Housetop 
 The Twelve Days of Christmas 
 The Christmas Mouse 
 My Christmas Stocking 
 Chinese New Year 
 Happy Valentine’s Day 
 On Valentine’s Day 
 The Valentine Dog 
 The Valentine Party 
 Colourful Easter Eggs 
 Easter With Grandma 
  
Through the Seasons 
 Autumn 
 Mac and the Leaves 
 The Snowman 
 A Snow Day 
 Spring Rain 
 Summer Holiday 

 
 
 

Months 
 September 
 October 
 November 
 December 
 January 
 February 
 March 
 April 
 May 
 June 
 
Themes 
 All About Me 
 I Am a Good Friend 
 My School 
 I Can Make My Lunch 
 Apples 
 How Does a Pumpkin Grow? 
 Dinosaurs 
 Homes 
 I Would Like to Fly 
 The Water Cycle 
 Insects 
 Whales 
 
Other Stories 
 Wiggles 
 The Dinosaur Birthday Party 
 The Gingerbread Man 
 Henny Penny 
 The Three Billy Goats Gruff 
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T
he
 
Sn
ow
m
an
 

 



2 

 
W

e 
m
ade 

a 
big 

snow
m
an! 

T
here 

w
as 

lots 
of 

w
hite 

snow
. 
 

W
e 
m
ade 

three 
balls. 

 
 

O
ne 

ball 
w
as 

big. 
 

 
O
ne 

ball 
w
as 

bigger. 
 

 
O
ne 

ball 
w
as 

the 
biggest! 

 

7 

 
H
e 
w
as 

a 
good 

snow
m
an. 

 
A
fter 

school 
w
e 
w
ent 

out 
to 

see 
him

. 
O
h, 

no! 
 

 
T
he 

snow
m
an 

w
as 

not 
as 

big. 
H
is 
hat 

w
as 

off 
and 

K
atie’s 

scarf 
w
as 

w
et! 

 
 

W
hat 

had 
happened 

to 
him

?
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K
at
ie
 
ha
d 
a 
sc
ar
f 
fo
r 
th
e 

sn
ow
m
an
. 
T
he
 
sc
ar
f 
w
as
 
re
d.
 
T
he
 

sc
ar
f 
lo
ok
ed
 
go
od
! 

 
A
 
go
od
 
sn
ow
m
an
 
m
us
t 
ha
ve
 
a 

ha
t. 
 

 
I 
lik
ed
 
a 
bi
g 
bl
ac
k 
to
p 
ha
t. 

T
ha
t 
w
as
 
a 
go
od
 
ha
t 
fo
r 
a 
 

sn
ow
m
an
. 
 

3 

 
T
he
 
bi
gg
es
t 
ba
ll 
w
as
 
th
e 
 

bo
tt
om
 
of
 
th
e 
sn
ow
m
an
. 
 
 

 
T
he
 
bi
gg
er
 
on
e 
w
as
 
in 
th
e 

m
id
dl
e.
 
  

 
T
he
 
bi
g 
on
e 
w
as
 
on
 
to
p.
 
 
 

It 
w
as
 
th
e 
sn
ow
m
an
’s 
he
ad
! 
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T
he 

snow
m
an 

needed 
eyes 

and 
a 
m
outh. 

W
hat 

did 
w
e 
use?

 
D
id 

w
e 
use 

rocks?
 
  

 
W

e 
used 

som
e 
black 

rocks 
to 

m
ake 

the 
face. 

 

5 

 
T
he 

snow
m
an 

needed 
a 

nose. 
A
 
carrot 

is 
a 
good 

nose! 
 

 
P
eter 

had 
a 
big 

carrot 
for 

the 
snow

m
an’s 

nose. 
 

W
hat 

a 
funny 

face! 



The Snowman 
Note:  Modify these ideas to suit your class or group. 
 
Guided Reading Lesson Ideas: 
 
- Photocopy the needed copies of the little book and staple them. 
- Show the title page and read the title.  
- Discuss a snowman. Have the children made a snowman? How do you do it? What will you 
need for your snowman? 
- Draw a snowman that matches the children’s ideas. 
 
- Give a book to each child. 
- Read the book to the children and discuss each page. 
- Does this snowman match the one you drew? 
- What happened to the snowman in the end of the book? Why? 
 
- Teach the high frequency words appropriate for your class or group. 
 - Go through each page, and list words that may cause difficulties. 
 - Put these words in phrases and sentences and practice reading them 
 - Find these words in the book. Have the students highlight them if you wish. 
 
- Read the story through together, either with the teacher leading or have the children 
whisper read the story. Read the story in pairs. 
 
Read these phrases/sentences:      big, bigger, biggest        lots of white snow 
   Katie had a scarf.      the bottom, the middle, the top      the snowman’s head 
   eyes and mouth       a carrot nose   after school 
- Use the words in the story to discuss the phonics you are teaching. 
 
- Do the practice sheet that goes with this little book. After it is completed, put the stu-
dents into pairs or small groups and have them read the practice sheet aloud and discuss 
the answers. 
 
- Other activities: brainstorm winter activities, do a snow art project, read other books 
about snow activities, learn the science of snow. 
 
- Finally, have each child read the book aloud to you. Note the strategies the child uses 
and errors, if any. Then the child can take the book home to read. 



The Snowman 
 

Here is my snowman.  
My snowman __________________________ 
___________________________________ 

Draw a picture of a snowman. Complete the sentence about this snowman. Read this to a partner or to a small group of students. 

Name: 
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M
ac
 
an
d 
th
e 

L
ea
ve
s 



2 

 
M
ac 

is 
a 
cat. 

 
M
ac 

likes 
fall. 

 
H
e 
likes 

to 
see 

the 
leaves 

fall. 

7 

 
U
p 
popped 

M
ac! 

 
“O

h,” 
said 

Sam
. 
“It’s 

you, 
M
ac! 

Y
ou 

are 
a 

funny 
cat. 

Y
ou 

look 
funny 

in 
the 

leaves!”  
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T
he
 
pil
e 
is 
to
o 
bi
g!
 
 

 
M
ac
 
ca
n 
no
t 
se
e.
 

L
ea
ve
s 
ar
e 
all
 
ov
er
 
hi
m
. 

 
Sa
m
 
se
es
 
th
e 
le
av
es
 

w
ig
gl
e.
 
W

ha
t 
is 
it?
 
 

Is 
it 
a 
ra
t?
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M
ac
 
ca
n 
se
e 
Sa
m
 

m
ak
e 
a 
 b
ig
 
pil
e 
of
 

le
av
es
. 
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M
ac 

sees 
Sam

 
run 

and 
jum

p 
in 
the 

leaves. 
 

W
hat 

fun! 
 

M
ac 

w
ants 

to 
jum

p 
in 
the 

leaves, 
too. 

5 

 
M
ac 

the 
cat 

looks 
at 

the 
big 

pile 
of 

leaves. 
 

M
ac 

runs 
and 

jum
ps! 



Mac and the Leaves 
Modify these ideas to suit your class or group. 
 
Guided Reading Lesson Ideas: 
 
- Photocopy the needed copies of the little book and staple them. 
- Show the title page and read the title.  
- Discuss raking leaves. Have the children done this? Is it hard work or fun or both?  
- How can you have fun with leaves? What is another word for ‘fall’? 
 
- Give a book to each child. 
- Read the book to the children and discuss each page. 
- What did Mac do? Can your students tell you the simple story is sequence? 
- What happened to Mac in the end of the book?  
 
- Teach the high frequency words appropriate for your class or group. 
 - Go through each page, and list words that may cause difficulties. 
 - Put these words in phrases and sentences and practice reading them 
 - Find these words in the book. Have the students highlight them if you wish. 
 
- Read the story through together, either with the teacher leading or have the children 
whisper read the story. Read the story in pairs. 
 
Read these phrases/sentences:      the leaves fall  Up popped Mac! 
   a big pile of leaves  run and jump      runs and jumps 
   all over him        see the leaves wiggle    you look funny 
- Use the words in the story to discuss the phonics you are teaching. 
 
- Do the practice sheet that goes with this little book. After it is completed, put the stu-
dents into pairs or small groups and have them read the practice sheet aloud and discuss 
the answers. 
 
- Other activities: brainstorm autumn activities, do an autumn art project, read other 
books about the autumn, go outdoors and jump in leaves. 
 
- Finally, have each child read the book aloud to you. Note the strategies the child uses 
and errors, if any. Then the child can take the book home to read. 



Mac and the Leaves 
 

 

Cut out the sentence boxes. Put them in order in the empty boxes. After the teacher checks to see if it is correct, glue them. 

Name: 

 

 

 

 

 

Sam makes a big pile of leaves. 

Up popped Mac! 

Mac jumps in the big pile of leaves. 

Sam jumps in the leaves. 

Sam cannot see Mac. 


